
Congratulations to: 

Sarah and Brian Levy 
as they welcome their 
daughter, Annie 
 Kathryn Levy, 
born August  12, 2019.  
Congratulations also to 
big brother, Mac Levy! 
 
 
Riley and Webb 
Grubb on the birth of 
their son, Carl Webster 
("Penn") Grubb, V 
born Wednesday, Au-
gust 14, 2019. The 
proud grandparents 
are Jan and Rick Jones. 
 
 
Annie and Davis War-
lick on the birth of 
their son, Willard 
"Will" Duke Warlick, 
born August 13, 2019. 
The proud grandpar-
ents are Pam and Andy 
Warlick and  great-
grandmother is Mrs. 
W. Duke Kimbrell. 

 

(Continued page 3)  

Faith Alive 

 

God Is Calling! 
 

“What does the Lord require of you but to do justice, and to love kindness, and to walk 
  humbly with your God?”  Micah 6:8 (NRSV) 
 
 

Stewardship season is upon us and we have an opportunity to reflect on what it truly 
means to be a Christian steward.  

 
The Stewardship Committee (Davidson Hobson, chair, Les Dix, and 
Sarah Sumner), with Dr. Benz’s assistance, has thoughtfully prepared 
a five-week series to help us study how we are called to serve and to 
prayerfully consider how we might respond. September 8 will kick off 
our stewardship season, and we will conclude by bringing together 
two hugely important days in the Church as we celebrate World Com-
munion and Commitment Sunday on October 6.  A sample of opportu-
nities of reflection during stewardship season: 

Sunday, September 8, 7:00 p.m., musical concert in Fellowship 
Hall with The Word in Worship 

Sunday, September 15, 9:00 & 11:00 a.m., Dr. Mark Epstein, as guest preacher, focus-
ing on stewardship in the Old Testament 

Sunday, September 22, 9:00 a.m. Thrive service will be held at the PAD to enjoy the 
beauty of God’s creation for the gift that it is 

Sunday, October 6, 10:00 a.m., congregational breakfast in the Fellowship Hall 
Our committee asks that you use this time to prayerfully consider how God wants you to 
devote your time, talent, and treasures for the purpose of building up the whole Church of 
Jesus Christ, not just First Presbyterian Church. And, remember, the act of Christian stew-
ardship is not about having to give, it’s about getting to give. We look forward to cele-
brating God’s abundant goodness with you as we enter this special season in the life of the 
church! 
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Presbyterian Women News 

 

Circle Dates and Responsibilities 
 
  Monday September 9th: 
  Circle 1  10:00  Church Parlor 
                Hostesses: Beth Bolin, Lynne Hathcock 
 
  Circle 2  10:30  Covenant Village Living Room 
                 Hostesses: Tina Barringer, Mary Layton 
 
  Circle 3   2:00   Covenant Village Card Room 
                 No Hostess 
 
  Circle 5   6:30  At the Home of Leslie Wallace 
        316 Cape August Place Belmont, NC 
 
  Circle 6   6:30   Church Parlor 
                 Hostesses:  Sherry Cloninger 
 
 
  Tuesday September 10th: 
   Circle 4 11:30  Church Parlor 
                 Hostesses:  Judy Planer, Ibby Page, Lil Lanier 
 
  Casserole Care 
 
  September: Circle 4 
  October:       Circle 5 
 
 

Guatemala Microloan Project 
 
The Guatemala Microloan Project is a joint project of  
Presbyterian Women from the Presbytery of Western North Carolina and 
Suchitepequez and Sur Occidente Presbyteries in Guatemala. 
 
Gloria Hickson and Lil Lanier had the opportunity to go to Guatemala last year and 
see this project in action.  There plans for a PW team from Western North Carolina to 
go again and be a part of a celebration January 27-February 3, 2020.  Consider par-
ticipating to see how lives are being impacted by the project.  Application deadline is 
September 30th, 2019.  Contact Gloria Hickson  hghickson@aol.com  
 

   
Black Mountain Baskets 

 
Theme baskets for the Fall Festival silent auction at Black Mountain Home for Children are being donated 
once again.  Last year we gave 18 baskets from circles and individuals which were valued at approximately 
$2,000.   Be creative!  Please contact Barbara Yarbrough or Gloria Hickson with questions.  Baskets are due 
October 2nd. The Festival will be held October 12th from 10-3. 
 
  Upcoming Events 
 
  9/14  PW of Western North Carolina Fall Gathering.  Registration forms available at  
                                 Front Desk.   
  2/29  Annual PW Bake Sale  
       Caroline Letts, PW Communications 
 

mailto:hghickson@aol.com
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Operation Warm:  A Coat for Every Child at Sherwood School 

The Parish Nurse Ministry, the Diaconate, the Missions Ministry and the Finance Minis-

try have all endorsed a grand effort this fall to provide a coat for every child at our 

neighborhood school, Sherwood Elementary.  This is a big undertaking, but this one-time 

event will provide the children warmth for the winter months, and a full measure of 

God’s love from FPC.   

Operation Warm is an organization that produces brand new, high-quality children’s 

coats to be offered in charitable ways.  Since 1998, they have gift-

ed over three million brand new coats to children in need.  The 

group works with community organizations, volunteers, compa-

nies and families across North America to provide warmth, confi-

dence and hope. 

 The goal for FPC to raise is $10,000 by October 20 for each Sher-

wood child to have a brand new coat this winter.  Each coat costs 

$20.  Sherwood staff is collaborating with us so that proper sizes 

and a child’s color preference can be ordered. The children will receive their coats at a 

festival at Sherwood this fall.  Individual donations, Sunday School classes, and com-

mittees/ministries in the church are all welcome to contribute to this effort. 

Please take a look at the sample coat on display hanging on Rev. Vanacore’s office door.  

You may submit a contribution to this cause either in the offering plate on Sundays or to 

the Business Office during the week between now and Sunday, October 20.  Please mark 

your check “Operation Warm.”  Any contributions received in excess of the $10,000 goal 

will be earmarked for a designated fund for our two schools, Sherwood and Grier, to be 

used when additional needs at the schools arise in the future.  Whether your contribution provides one coat or 

ten coats, every coat counts! 

We will have a special focus on “Operation Warm” during our worship services on October 20.  To learn 

more about Operation Warm visit their website at www.operationwarm.org. 

Travel with the Roadrunners! 

It appears that Love Valley will not be open, September 12; therefore, our planned excursion is cancelled.  The Road 
Runners committee is sorry to have to do this but some things are beyond our control.   

 The next trip October 10th will be to quaint Blowing Rock, N.C. to see the “falling leaves 

of red and gold” . The bus leaves from the church at 9:30 a.m. and weaves through the 

majestic colors of fall along the way. It arrives in town  in time for lunch (on your own) at a 

delicious restaurant . Afterwards, there will be  time to peruse the quaint shops in the vil-

lage. The bus returns to the church at 5 p.m. Please call the church office, 704 864 2651, 

for a reservation.  Blowing Rock truly deserves the title…”Crown of the Blue Ridge!”  The 

bus leaves from the Chapel entrance. Contact Tina Barringer for details. 

Susan and Luther Blair 

upon the death of  

Susan's brother,  Carroll 
Cody Hudson, 
Jr.   on August 10, 2019. 

 

Beverly and Bobby 
Sumner upon the death 
of Bobby's sister,  Jane 
Sumner Lowery  on  

  August 25, 2019. 

 

 Martha and Ken Eddins 
on the death of Ken's 
sister,  Kay Eddins Rich 

August 31, 2019. 

Dr. William (Bill) Cur-
rent and children Eliza-
beth, Sara (Sally), Ange, 
and Will on the death of 
Liz Current September 
1, 2019.  
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Questions about your medications?  Do you under-
stand why you are taking them, or how they work? 

Get a free Medication consultation with 
a pharmacist! 

October 9, 2019     9 a.m. – 3 p.m. 

First Presbyterian Church 

Appointments are required, and can be 
made at    http://bit.ly/2K2oxl7   or by call-
ing 704-864-2651 

 

Worship and Music 

  We have had a busy summer and are looking-
                  forward to all the exciting Fall events 
                  upcoming in our Church!   

Thanks to Tori Freeman, we had 41 in attendance for our August 
Vespers. She invited the youth and 17 beautiful faces filled the 
pews of our Chapel.  The next Vespers is  September 22, 2019 at 
5:00 p.m. for a social and 5:15 p.m. for the service.  Pastor John 
Stanley will share a devotion, intercessory prayers and com-
munion will be served. Helen Dix will provide the music. 

Sarah Fulton from Kings Mountain High School will serve as  
Choir Director from September 13 - October 1 while Bethany is 
away.   

The Music Literacy 101 was well attended and lots of fun.  Beth-
any did a great job and at least we know how the tune "goes up 
and down"!  She may do Music Literacy 102 at a later date.   

The Martin's concert, The Word in Worship, is Sunday, Septem-
ber 8.  Please see page 6 for details. 

Fall Coffee resumes in the Memorial Gallery on the Sundays of 
October 13, 21 and 27.  This is a great time to socialize with 
visitors, new members and friends prior to the worship service 
at 11:00 a.m.  Light refreshments will be served. 

Sacrament Ministry -  Call Dottie LaFar for more information on 
how you can volunteer for the Sacrament Ministry. Learn to 
make bread, set up communion, clean up afterwards, or even 
polish silver - you choose! Dottie says you  only need to serve 
one Sunday during the year.   

Looking ahead, there will be a Christmas Carol Sing-a-Long 
Wednesday, December 4. This will be a special evening for 
children and adults. Bethany will choose about ten Christmas 
Carols for  

a sing-a-long!  A free meal will be provided. You will need a res-

Wednesday Prayer Lunch Resumes! 
After taking a summer break, the Wednesday Prayer Lunch 
resumes on Wednesday, September 4 with a more intimate 
setting in the parlor.  You are encouraged to bring your own 
lunch, such as a sandwich from home, a pickup of fast food, 
or if you are a Covenant Village resident, a “go box.”  Tea 
and water will be provided.   
The venue will be very similar with only a  few small chang-
es.  Our prayers will continue for each other and for those in 
need of care.  Roger Rizk will provide the first devotional 
and future topics will be selected that include our ministers’ 
participation.  We welcome all previous participants and 
would love to see some new faces! 

Opioids and the Elderly September 11th 

11 a.m. to 1:30 p.m.—FPC Fellowship Hall 

Flu Shots available 

before or after the  

Program:  

11:00 a.m. until 

1:30 p.m. 

October 9th 

http://bit.ly/2K2oxl7
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              The Men’s Breakfast Resumes! 

September 11, 8:00 a.m. 

    At the PAD 

Breakfast at 8 a.m. and devotion at 8:30 a.m. All men 

are invited to attend one or both times. Meetings are 

planned for every Wednesday except Thanksgiving, 

three weeks for Christmas and New Years and two 

weeks for Easter. Hope you can come! 

Happenings  

at FPC! 

 

         FPC Visits Black Mountain Home For Children 

 

Grady Kennington 

recently took a group 

of our members for a  

visit to Black Mountain 

Home for Children.  

They heard an update 

and toured the facility.  

Keep in mind… 

Our next Bloodmobile  

October 7th 

2:30 –6-30 p.m. 

Family Promise - October 13 - 20! 

Dorothy McKenzie Honored by Presbytery 

Dorothy McKenzie recent-
ly received recognition 
from the Presbytery of 
Western North Carolina for 
her work with Ebenezer 
Institute of Learning in 
Nkhoma, Malawi.  

The Presbytery of Western 
North Carolina recognized 
her vision for the  
Ebenezer Institute of 

Learning, her service as Principal at the school,  and for insight 
to create a scholarship  endowment program.  

               Sherwood Tutors 2019-20! 

   Women’s Bible Study Begins… 

What:      Women’s Bible Study -   “The Teachings of Paul” 

When:      Monday September 23rd- Monday December 9th  
                          11:00 a.m.-12 noon.   

Where:    Seekers Classroom 

  RSVP:     Coleman Efird  704-860-3609    
   htefird@mindspring.com 

Thrive People! 

Are you slipping into Sunday 
School a 
couple 

minutes 
late after 
Thrive? 

 Worry 
no more! 

Thrive will move to 8:55 a.m. 
starting October 13, 2019. 

We will also be worshipping 

outdoors at the PAD that Sun-

day (weather permitting). 

We hope this earlier time 
helps you avoid a tardy slip 
from your Sunday School 

teacher! 

mailto:htefird@mindspring.com
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                           The Word in Worship—Jonathan and Emily Martin visit our church 9 a. m. and 7 p.m. September 8th 

 Jonathan & Emily Martin are singer-songwriters and worship leaders that met and started their ministry “The Word in 

Worship” in Nashville, TN. They write songs and devotions for those who dare to believe that God’s Word is beautiful, 

powerful, life-giving, and helpful. They have a passion for creating music rooted in and filled with the Word as a power-

ful resource for personal and corporate worship, everyday discipleship, scripture memory, and encouragement for the 

body of Christ. Over the past 5 years, they’ve released 5 EPs and travel full-time (along with their son Judah and daugh-

ter June) sharing their songs and leading worship for churches and groups all over the country in hopes of encouraging 

the body of Christ and spreading the gospel through their craft. (Visit their website: www.THEWORDINWORSHIP.com) 

Samaritans Feet Program Great Success! 

450 feet! 

40 FPC Volun-

teers! 

Mountains of 

Pizza! 

Off to school 

with  

    NEW Shoes! 

Our Final Summer Vespers  

The final Summertime Vespers will be held September 22. Pastor John Stanley will 

lead the program in our chapel.  The service begins with a time of fellowship at 5:00 

p.m. followed by worship at 5:15 p.m. The service includes music, intercessory prayer 

requests , devotions and communion. Plan to attend with your family and friends! 

and prayer in our chapel 

You are cordially invited  to join us for lunch to honor those who 

have celebrated their 90th birthday! 

Join us on Wednesday, September 18 at the Noon Prayer Lunch 

in the Fellowship Hall!    -    Reservations by September 16 
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First Presbyterian’s Fall Program Hosts Diverse Topics 
 

Programs that will challenge, encourage and inspire are scheduled for the Fall Speakers Series in the Fel-

lowship Hall at First Presbyterian Church beginning on Wednesday, Oct. 9. Each evening will begin with din-

ner at 5:30 and the speaker at 6:15 p.m. 

Dr. Rodney Sadler, a professor at Union Presbyterian Seminary in Charlotte, returns 

to Gastonia on Wednesday, Oct. 9, to continue a discussion on the provocative topic 

“Charity and Social Justice.” His program last February contrasted charity with justice, 

encouraging the audience to look beyond the important role of good works to partici-

pating actively in bringing about legislation to ensure fair housing, employment, educa-

tion and healthcare. Dr. Sadler left the audience with the admonition to deeply consid-

er scripture and to explore how we live our lives. 

On Wednesday, Oct. 23, author, missionary, medical professional, and internationally 

known speaker Audrey Frank will share the experiences which led her to her book 

“Covered Glory: The Face of Honor and Shame in the Muslim World.”  

On Wednesday, Nov. 6, Christian counselor, Russ Keeny, LPC, will discuss ”Gaming and 

Video Addictions,” which affects adults, as well as children and youth. Keeny has mas-

ter’s degrees in theology and counseling. He has worked extensively with trauma patients, as well as family 

centered  and individual therapies.  

As the hectic holidays approach, Kelly Ray Shelton will help the audience to “Stretch and Relax” on 

Wednesday, Nov. 20. Gastonia native Shelton has a background both in theatre and fitness instruction. At 

the Warlick Family YMCA she teaches Les Mills’ BODYFLOW and TONE, as well as classes in Chair Yoga. The 

audience can stay seated or stand during the enjoyable and tension-reducing class. 

OUR VERY OWN ADVENT DEVOTIONAL WRITTEN AND PRODUCED BY 

OUR FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH FAMILY 

Please help! Members of the Worship ministry team are excited to announce that we 
will be creating an Advent devotional for our church members and friends and we would 
love for you to help make this happen. It is our intent to produce the devotional for eve-

ry day of the Advent season, which is December 1-24, and, of course, we will also include Christ-
mas Day; we will be using the scriptures from the Revised Common Lectionary for Year A. 

Submitted devotions should include a scripture passage (chosen by you from the provided lection-
ary list), a meditation, and a prayer, preferably 200-400 words. How your devotion connects to the 
scripture is entirely up to you as you are led by the Spirit. 

 If you would like to contribute to our 2019 Advent Devotional, please contact Dottie LaFar, our 
fearless organizer at: dottiedavis@hotmail.com or call (704) 865 2050. She will provide a list of the 
lectionary passages from which to choose. In order to provide adequate time for the devotional to 
be formatted and produced, please have your information to Dottie no later than November 1.   

 

mailto:dottiedavis@hotmail.com
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Information from the Personnel Committee 

 

                       Richard Rankin, Chairman 

The Personnel Committee wants to update the congregation on the status of our 
searches to fill the vacant positions at First Presbyterian Church. David Rogers 
(Chair), Greg Sellers, and Malinda Lowery are members of the search committee 
for a new church Business Administrator. I am happy to share good news that 
they have just hired an outstanding professional to fill this position. See the an-
nouncement elsewhere in this newsletter to learn more about our new church 
business administrator. Special thanks to the search committee for their hard 
work and to Jennifer Childers for filling in so ably as our interim church business administrator. With 
our new church business administrator, we have completed the task of finding the right person for 
one of our key positions. 

Grady Kennington, Bob Blake, and Carol Brittain make up the search committee for a new Commu-
nications Director. Several candidates have inquired about the position, several candidates have been 
interviewed for the position, and the committee continues to take inquiries and applications and con-
duct interviews.  

Dr. Cindy Benz is seeking advice from Presbyterian experts in the areas of children and youth minis-
tries as we decide on the appropriate staffing model in these areas. As a Personnel Committee, we 
are open to considering new staffing models if they best serve the present needs of the church. With 
Cindy's input and counsel and a very capable search committee, we will begin the search process 
shortly to hire someone to direct these areas of ministry.  

But, let’s not stop there – there is even more encouraging news! We have recently entered a new 
mission partnership with the Warlick YMCA and are joining forces to offer an even better After School 
Program this year. With the Y’s years of experience and our wonderful facilities, we are excited about 
what this might mean in terms of increased enrollment as we mold and care for the children who 
come to us. We have a new After School Director (“Site Coordinator”), LaDavia Ellis, who is quite en-
thusiastic about the program and is already proving to be a very positive addition to our staff. 

Everyone is eager to fill the other open positions with strong church professionals. The hiring process 
is teaching us all lessons in patience and perseverance, and that good things ultimately will come to 
those who search. The Personnel Committee and those involved in the individual searches are grate-
ful for the support we have received from the congregation as we work to find the right people, and 
we continue to invite your prayers as we do so. 

If anyone has questions about the work of the Personnel Committee, please feel free to contact me. 

Sincerely, Richard Rankin, Chair, Personnel Committee 
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David L. McFadden, Business Manager 

We are pleased to announce that David L. McFadden has accepted the position 
of Business Administrator. His start date is currently set for September 23. David 
is a native of Greer, SC, and a graduate of Furman University with a B.A. in Eco-
nomics and Business Administration. David has over 30 years’ experience work-
ing in the areas of accounting, financial administration, budget development and 
reconciliation, strategic planning and facility and property management. David is 
people-oriented and energetic. We look forward to David’s arrival! 

LaDavia Ellis, After School Care Director 

The Session has entered into a partnership with the YMCA to join forces in caring for the children enrolled in 

FPC’s After School Care Ministry.  This partnership signals the combined effort of health and wellness promot-

ed by the YMCA and the Christian values so important to First Presbyterian.  With this 

new partnership, FPC welcomes a new director, jointly selected and approved by the 

YMCA and the Session, Ms. LaDavia Ellis. 

She is a native of Gastonia, she was raised in Charlotte and after graduating high 

school she served in the United States Navy.  Following her military service, she 

worked in customer service.  She is now pursuing a degree in education from Belmont 

Abbey and is excited to be part of the After School Care team at FPC.  LaDavia’s most 

important role is being mom to her three-year-old daughter, Madison. 

LaDavia is excited about caring for children while at the same time focusing on character building through 

God’s word that will continue to be a building block of After School Care at FPC.   If you feel called by God to 

share your time and talents with After School Care please call LaDavia at the church to learn about the ways 

you can support this vital ministry at FPC!   

First Presbyterian Welcomes... 

    Russ Kenny, Professional Licensed Counselor  

Russ joins FPC as a Professional Licensed Counselor and is available for consultations. He has experience 

with individuals, couples, adolescents and family therapies. He is committed to helping individuals discover 

their true selves in a safe and nurturing atmosphere.  

His background in trauma and family work have become well known in the community 

and among professionals in the field. He is committed to creating a safe place to look 

inward. He invites people to integrate their own faith/spirituality and in turn become 

whole in body, mind, and spirit. He says, “Along life’s journey we need occasional assis-

tance to help deal with the stressors of life and reclaim the fullness that life can offer.”   

His experience includes work as an individual and couples therapist, family preserva-
tion, social worker, and family centered therapist. He has experience in issues of anger management, anxie-
ty/depression, impulse control, trauma/PTSD, and ongoing life adjustments.  
Russ graduated from the Gordon Conwell Seminary in 2003 with a Master’s Degree in counseling. He has 
been a Licensed  Professional counselor since 2006. Welcome Russ! He is available at our church for appoint-
ments by calling 704 291 4173.  
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  Vespers attendance 41 

*total viewership for the week — Some may view services at a later date. The 
totals include both services. The “live” viewers include Facebook and YouTube, 
but  do not count those watching on the Covenant Village closed circuit TV sys-
tem. 

Date Thrive 11 a.m. TotalLivestream 
Viewers* 

August 4 84 89 66 live (127 total) 

August 11 78 143 67 live (152 total) 

August 18 71 78 52 live (87 total) 

August 25 No service 201 (COMBINED) 15 live (59 total) 

 

 

. 

 http://gap.wncpresby.org/  

The Missions Committee of our Presbytery has 
worked diligently with those in the eastern 
part of the state to set up TWO missions 
trips—October 6-12 and November 3-9—to 
assist with flood damage. Contact Brian 
Schroder for more opportunities to serve.  

FPC Directory Updates—phone numbers 

Claude Hathcock 

c:  704-307-6728 

clhath1@yahoo.com 

Lynne Hathcock 

c:  704-780-7845 

lbhath@yahoo.com 

Faith and Fiction will meet on Sunday, Octo-
ber 6 at 5:00 p.m. at Covenant Village in the 
Card Room.  We will be discussing The Alice 
Network by Kate Quinn.  Hostesses will be 
Dotty Blake and Betty Davenport. 

http://gap.wncpresby.org/
mailto:clhath1@yahoo.com
mailto:lbhath@yahoo.com

